FORMER MIDDLESEX COUNTY HOSPITAL LANDS IN WALTHAM AND LEXINGTON

Dave Kehs 
The attached map shows the subdivision of the Middlesex County Hospital property which took place in 1996. Part of the property is in Waltham and part is in Lexington.  Some information about the various parcels follows:
Lot 1 (6.454 acres in Waltham, 47.473 acres in Lexington)

Lot 1 is entirely undeveloped. The Waltham portion includes the pond behind the GleanMeadow condominiums and the now-abandoned Bow Street.  A few years ago, some over-zealous soccer dads from Waltham tried to build a soccer field on the Lexington side, much to the consternation of the Lexington Conservation Commission.

We would like both the Waltham and the Lexington portions of Lot 1 to be protected. Right now, the most likely way for that to happen is for them to be taken over by the DCR.  In 2002 (I think), some folks in Lexington including Karen Mullens (the Conservation Agent) tried to push the idea of protecting the Lexington parcel by arranging a site visit with state Reps Tom Stanley and  Jay Kaufman, and the MDC’s Dan Driscoll.  Now they are trying to revive the idea by contacting Tom Stanley and Jay Kaufman again. It may help to have official support from Waltham.
Lot 2 (1.426 acres in Waltham)

Lot 2 contains the rectory for Our Lady’s church. [I’m not sure who actually owns this property.]
Lot 3 (4.91 acres in Waltham)

Lot 3 is mostly wetlands and can serve as a buffer between the JPI development and Falzone Field. Lot 3 and the Waltham section of Lot 1 together make up 11.364 acres. This land was placed on the Open Space Committee’s list of parcels that should be acquired/protected.
Lot 4 (3.209 acres in Waltham)

Lot 4 is part of the JPI development.

Lot 5 (28.345 acres in Waltham, 11.031 acres in Lexington)

Lot 5 has been further subdivided since the subdivision of 1996. A 5.96-acre parcel was awarded to the City of Waltham as a result of the lawsuit involving the sale of Lot 5 to Olympus Hospital. I understand that there was talk of using the city land for soccer fields, but that was probably before anyone actually looked at it. The topography won’t really allow athletic fields, but it’s a pretty piece of land and it abuts that property that JPI has agreed to set aside for conservation. Lot 5 also contains the Wellington House, which will be deeded to the city as part of the special permit agreement with JPI.
The remainder of the Waltham portion of Lot 5 is controlled by JPI and will be the site of the 268 condos.

The Lexington part of Lot 5 was the site of the proposed Lexington Hills development. The Lexington planning board did not approve this proposal because it has only one access point on Walnut Street. The developer had expected to get a second egress point through the JPI property in Waltham, but that possibility was eliminated by the Waltham City Council in negotiating the special permit for JPI.

Lot 6 (1.667 acres in Waltham, 5.265 acres in Lexington)

Lot 6 has a few decrepit buildings on the Lexington side and the communications tower leased by ComCast. A guy wire and an old dish antenna are on the Waltham side. Last fall, we heard that this property was to be declared surplus. The open space people in Lexington believe that the developer of Lexington Hills wants to buy the property to obtain access to his part of Lot 5. They have heard that Lot 6 is to be auctioned off in June.
It would be nice if the City of Waltham could acquire the 1.667 acres in Waltham. This small parcel abuts land that the city already owns.
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